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The 20th High Level Forum held between
Government of Ethiopia and DAG
The 20th High Level Forum between Government of Ethiopia and
DAG was held on 4-5 April 2019 at
Kuriftu Resort, Bishoftu. The purpose of the retreat was to focus on
the bigger picture, provide analyses
of long-term trends and offer next
generation interventions for Ethiopia’s lowlands. There are many differences between the lowlands and
other parts of Ethiopia, manifested
in political, geographic and fiscal
differences impacting livelihoods in
the lowlands.
The retreat reviewed development challenges and prospects in Ethiopian lowlands, looking into
long term solutions. The retreat served as an initial step towards a shared understanding of the analysis on building resilience in the lowlands done by DFID and World Bank. This was to enable the Government and development partners to jointly incentivize development efforts in Ethiopia’s lowlands. Further consultations will take place to inform and finalize the lowlands study. The HLF was
attended by the Ministers of Finance; Minister of Peace, State Ministers from Ministry of Agriculture
and Water and Irrigation and Deputy Commissioners of Planning and Development Commission.

Economic Forum at the Prime Minister Office
On May 28, 2019 Ambassadors, heads of development cooperation and representatives of
international organizations attended the Economic forum organized by government of Ethiopia at Prime Minister office (PMO). The forum
started with touring the PMO complex, which
will be open for the public soon with renovated
historical buildings and museum. On the same
occasion H.E. Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed
launched the National Green Development Program by planting tree seedlings.
Following the tour, there were video presentation on riverside development and speech by
H.E Ahmed Shide in Menelik hall. The Minister
on his speech, requested the international community for strengthened financial and diplomatic links for better regional integration.

DAG EX-Com members Meeting
with Minister of Finance
DAG Ex-com met with the Minister and State Minister of Finance on June 3 and June 11, 2019 to
discuss on development partners’ plan to increase
funding to support the current reform in the
country; strengthen partnership towards direct
budget support; domestic resource mobilization
(DRM) focusing tax reform; private finance- Public Private Partnerships (PPP); lowland resilience
building report and Ethiopia’s OECD country risk
classification among others. DAG secretariat prepared and shared 2019 consolidated DAG members financing plan with Ministry of Finance.

DAG Co-Chairs meeting with Ministry of Peace

On May 20, DAG Co-chairs met with the Minister, State Minister of Capacity building and Modernization,
Director General of Ministry of Peace (MoP) and UNDP Resident Representative to discuss engagement
with development partners for better coordinated and strengthened support.
Development partners recognized that Government had shown leadership and was quick to re-organize
and restructure itself, evidenced by the establishment of the MoP.
DAG secretariat coordinated Development partners support to Ministry of peace, by establishing an inventory to enable an overview and baseline of priorities currently being supported and to identify gaps in
support as well as to inform future engagement.

Introducing new Heads of Agencies

Jules Leichter(Mr.)
IMF Resident Representative in Ethiopia
Mr.Leichter assumed the position of IMF Resident
Representative to Ethiopia on March 22, 2019.
Mr. Leichter, a national of the United States and
Italy, studied Economics at the master’s and PhD
levels at the University of California, Santa Cruz. He
also holds a master’s degree in mathematics from
the University of California, San Diego. Since 2006
he has worked at IMF on a wide variety of countries
in Asia and Africa and has taught macroeconomic
courses in the Institute for Capacity Development.
Mr. Leichter has also held positions as Advisor to
the US Executive Director to the IMF, Economist
in the US Department of the Treasury, International Affairs Division and Senior Policy Advisor at
the Italian Ministry of Economy and Finance. He
has extensive experience in fiscal and monetary
policy, debt sustainability and structural reform.

Makoto Shinkawa (Mr)
JICA Representative (Director)
Mr. Makoto Shinkawa is Chief Representative (Director) of Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA), Shinkawa is passionate about working in
Africa and has spent a significant portion of his career working on the continent; From 1995 to 1998
Shinkawa was in the JICA volunteer program, working in Kenya with a focus on agriculture. From there
he returned to Japan for four years, continuing his
work in the agriculture sector at JICA Headquarters.
Mr. Shinkawa worked in the JICA Ghana Office with
the post of Representative and then as a Senior
Representative at the JICA Ethiopia Office. In 2013,
while in Ethiopia, he also had the opportunity to
work with the African Union Commission (AUC) as
they prepared to co-host the 5th TICAD Summit for
the first time.
After his time in Africa, Shinkawa returned to JICA
Headquarters for several years under various posts.
Before assuming leadership of the Ethiopia Office in
January 2019, Shinkawa was Head of the JICA Hokkaido Center (Obihiro) for three.years.
Shinkawa is a graduate of Doshishya University in
Japan.

Turhan Saleh(Mr.)
UNDP Resident Representative
Mr. Turhan Saleh has been working with the UN since
1989. He joined UNICEF in Ghana after completing his
graduate degree in 1989, moving to newly-independent Eritrea in 1994, he joined UNDP Headquarters in
1997, working with its leadership to launch the MDGs,
roll out UN reforms at the country level as task manager for preparation of the first two UNDAF Guidelines,
introduce RBM and develop UNDP’s first strategic
plans.
He was Country Director and Resident Representative a.i. in Nigeria from 2006-10 dealing with electoral
support, the amnesty in the Niger Delta, development
planning and aid coordination. Upon his return to
New York in 2010, he managed oversight and support
for UNDP’s 46 Country Offices in Africa. His most recent assignment was with the Executive Office of the
UNDP Administrator where he was the Strategic Plan
Coordinator. He was technical lead for the UNDP Strategic Plan (2014-17) and co-lead for the Mid-Term Review of that Plan; he was also part of the core team that
worked on the current Strategic Plan (2018-21). Turhan also helped set up and manage UNDP’s corporate
planning system during 2012- He has a Bachelor’s Degree (summa cum laude) from Cornell University and
a master’s degree in public Affairs from Princeton. He
has also studied at Oxford University (Christ Church).

Stefan Hlavac(Mr.)
Head of Austrian Coordination Office Counsellor
Mr. Stefan Hlavac has joined the Austrian Development Agency in December 2019 to become the head of coordination office in Addis.
He spent five years in Afghanistan as Program
Director and afterwards was posted in Timor-Leste. Previously he was also working in
Mozambique, Turkey and India.
He has substantial experience in managing
programs, especially in the inclusive governance as well as in higher education. Women
empowerment is a specific interest in his work.

Announcement of Newly News from Working
Elected DAG Co-Chairs
groups
At the recent DAG Meeting, held on the 20th
June 2019, the incoming DAG Co - chairs were announced.
Ms. Carolyn Turk from World Bank as multilateral co
-chair and Ms. Annika Jayawardena from Sweden as
a Bilateral Co-chair for the coming year (July 2019June 2020).
On the same meeting the previous Co- chairs were
recognized for their leadership and service.
DAG Ex-Com members for upcoming year will be
announced on the next (August) DAG Ex-Com
meeting.

Basic Services Delivery Joint Review and Implementation Support (JRIS) mission was held from June 11
to 13, 2019 at the Ministry of Finance. The overall
objective of the missions was to reflect on the resilience of the basic services delivery system and specifically the mission:
• Reviewed the extent of service interruptions in
conflict affected areas, the state of services in
IDP hosting areas and the overall effect of displacement of people on service delivery outcomes and financing
• Reflected on the resilience of the system by
drawing on federal, regional and local level
experiences including best practices and challenges so far in responding to crisis situations;
and
• Deliberated on possible courses of actions to
ensure the provision of basic services in conflict
affected and IDP hosting locations in the short
run and to build resilient and adaptive service
delivery systems in the long run.

Upcoming Event
21st High Level Forum (HLF) to finalize lowland resilience report is planned at the end of August.
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